
Erfahrungsberichte- 61. Weimarer Meisterkurse 
 

In the end of July and beginning of August we, Jerca Žmitek and Luka Gantar, had an amazing 

oppurtunity to take part of 61. Weimarer Meisterkurse. After successfully being accepted to the 

master classes we were able to start our journeys a couple of days apart from Graz to Weimar.  

Luka was the first one to begin with the master class with the world-renowned professor, soloist, 

chamber and orchestral musician Thorsten Johanns, former principal clarinetist of WDR orchestra. 

The master class took place at the property of beautiful Belvedere Castle, above the city of Weimar. 

After introductionary lessons with prof. Johanns a selection of participants were chosen for 

rehearsals as soloists with Jena Philharmonic Orchestra. Every day we were being highly motivated 

by the professor and the pianist to play with more passion and working on our clarinet fundamentals 

in order to achieve better and healthier way of playing. All of the lessons were accompanied by the 

pianist Diana Ketler, piano professor at the Royal Academy of Music London, who gave us additional 

corrections regarding the communication between instrumentalist and pianist. The last day was 

probably the most exhausting, since it began with rehearsals with orchestra and the conductor, 

where Luka had the opportunity to play Spohr's Concerto for Clarinet and Orchestra No. 4 with Jena 

Philharmonic Orchestra. The experience was unforgettable but quite exhausting, since Spohr's rather 

big orchestration demands a lot of effort from the soloist. Right after the rehearsals all of the 

participants headed to Schießhaus, where we had dress rehearsal for the concert with piano in the 

evening. The evening concert felt like a cherry on top after the inspiring and exhausting masterclass. 

Meeting clarinetist from all around the world allowed us not only to practice our language skills but 

also to develop friendships and connections, which will last beyond the master class.  

 

Jerca began with her master class two days later with prof. Wally Hase, Professor of flute at the 

University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna. As well as being soloist with the Camerata Salzburg, 

the Dresden Philharmonic, the Folkwang Chamber Orchestra, and the Robert Schumann 

Philharmonic Chemnitz, Wally Hase frequently appears as a chamber musician and gives master 

classes all around the world. The master class took place at the Franz Liszt University of music, where 

prof. Hase was appointed Professor of flute in 2000. Every day each of the participants was offered a 

lesson, as well as rehearsals with the pianist Sophio Gigineishvili. Professor Hase worked actively with 

each of us, giving us guidelines and ways to further develop our technique, expression and stage 

presence. The individual lessons, as well as listening to others play, was incredibly inspiring and 

motivating. We all connected as a group and became good colleagues throughout the week. On the 

last day, there was a beautiful concert in Schießhaus, after which we all gathered for out last evening 

together. This master class was a beautiful experience, enriching all of us with knowledge and 

inspiration. 

 

After Jercas arrival to Weimar we together explored the cute little city. We enjoyed the tour of the 

city, organized by the university, which give us a historic insight to the streets, houses, towers and 

castles of this beautiful city. As participants of the master classes we were able to attend various solo 

concerts: Wally Hase, Thorsten Johanns, Ragna Schirmer. The first two concerts included a lot of 

major repertoire for flute and clarinet, and the third one included the whole Goldberg Variations 

cycle, which was truly unforgettable. We usually spent our lunch break together along with 

participants of flute and clarinet master classes, so we both got to know a lot of different musicians 

with different backgrounds studying in different cities. 



We were nothing but proud to tell our colleagues about our great University and our experiences in 

Graz. We felt extremely happy, motivated and grateful after the end of this master classes, because 

we have not only improved our instrument skills, but also widened our perspective on music, people 

and different cultures in general. The inspirational master classes in Weimar, which could not be 

possible for us without the generous help of our University, will therefore forever be in our 

memories. 

 

Jerca Žmitek and Luka Gantar 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


