
Erfahrungsberichte


BOA - Berlin Opera Academy


From the end of June until the middle of August 2021 I had the opportunity to partecipate as an 
apprentice ‘répétiteur’ at the Berlin Opera Academy. 

I had been selected through an audition process in January 2020, but because of the pandemic 
the program was postponed to the following year. The location changed as well, and 
exceptionally this year the Academy took place in Kandesteg, a small village in the middle of the 
Swiss mountains. 

The numbers of the Academy are really big; during the summer we studied, staged and 
performed 4 Operas and three of them with three completely different casts. I was involved in 
playing for ‘Die Zauberflöte’ and ‘Hänsel & Gretel’ (since there were always two operas staged at 
the same time).

This opportunity allowed me to finally work with singers, conductors and directors, which had 
been impossible in the past months, due to the restrictions imposed worldwide. 

Almost every Saturday I also had the chance to play in the so-called Aria Abend. I have to say, 
that sometimes it wasn’t easy to prepare new pieces by just practicing during the rehearsal 
breaks .

I also played in voice lessons for three different teachers and had the chance to listen to the 
lessons and discuss with two other pianists and vocal coaches of the faculty. 

Most importantly,  I was in contact with other pianists and musicians (since for the performances 
there was a student orchestra)daily,  and I learned a lot from all of them as well. 

Sundays were usually off and whenever it was sunny outside I went on wonderful hikes with my 
colleagues who have  now become my friends. 


I think that participating in a  summer program like this one is really important for young students 
both as a professional and as a human experience and I would highly recommend it to everyone. 
My gratitude also goes to the University that always supports and encourages us.


Graz, 15 Sept. 2021 
(many thanks to S. T. and G. F. for the photos) 

 

 






 






