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Between May 23, 2021 and June 1, 2021, I attended the St. Petersburg International New
Music Festival "reMusik.org" as a participant in the reMusik.org academy. During this festival
several works were premiered, by participants and tutors of the festival as well as other
composers. As a participant I received lessons from tutors from Russia as well as other
places in the world that travelled for the festival, attended workshops and masterclasses,
and had my own work for violin and live electronics, premiered. In addition to this, many of
the concerts took place in various unique venues around the city, ranging from traditional
concert halls, to museums, to art galleries. There were multiple concerts every day, which
resulted in an experience that was full of musical input. I met wonderful musicians,
composers, and curators from both Russia and abroad.

I took private lessons from three internationally renowned composers: Sarah
Nemstov, Sergej Newski, and Stefan Prins. I was able to present my work and receive
valuable feedback during these lessons, and other participants were able to sit in on these
lessons to also learn from them. I also attended lectures by many of the tutors at the course
(it was not possible to attend everything due to overlapping events), including Sarah
Nemstov, Klaus Lang, Dmitri Kourliandski, and many others. In these lectures the tutors not
only presented their work, but also lectured on topics, aesthetics, and approaches in
contemporary music. Participants were also able to "meet and greet" these composers after
the lectures and ask them questions of their own. At the same time, due to the Covid-19
pandemic, some of the events were held online. This was primarily due to the large number
of participants that were unable to travel, and so I was also able to, during my downtime,
access online events, lectures, and master classes, and composer reading sessions.
However, by and large the concerts were the most numerous, with at least two concerts
happening each day and in various parts of the city. This enabled me to not only see many
different parts of St. Petersburg, but also to watch many performers and ensembles, both
from Russia and abroad, including the Moscow Contemporary Music Ensemble,
GAMensemble, Konus Quartett, Ensemble C Barre, and many others. Soloists from these
ensembles also gave concerts. Some concerts happened in museums and were preceded
by mini-excursions and tours. All of these events enriched my education and enabled me to
learn from many different composers, both participants and tutors alike, as well as the
ensemble members that gave the concerts as well as reading sessions and master classes.

While the time during the festival was very packed, I was also able to find some time
to explore the city on my own, and visited many places including the Hermitage Museum,
The Russian History Museum, various cathedrals and temples around town, and to take a
midnight boat ride.


















